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By CHRIS LEITCH

OCEAN Reef MLA Albert
Jacob has rejected Tony
O’Gorman’s criticism of
the State Budget and the
increased emergency ser-
vices levy.

Last month, the Joon-
dalup MLA said the Gov-
ernment had cut its capital
contribution by almost $28
million but had increased
the levy by an average of
$28, to bring in about $24
million.

But Mr Jacob said he
had got hisfigures wrong.

“Over the past two
years, a debt reduction
strategy, which as intro-
duced by the previous Gov-
ernment. has reduced

Ocean Reef MLA Albert Jacob has rejected
the Opposition’s budget criticism, saying
they got the figures wrong.
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MLA rejects
debtfigures

FESA’soutstanding debts.

*Our Government sup-
ported this strategy and
last year we totally wiped
out FESA’s debt with a
payment of nearly $28 mil-
lion.

“There is now no need
to signal this level of
spending in the budget pa-
pers and the Opposition
has misunderstood the de-
tails.”

Hesaid itmeant FESA’s
loan repayments had been
cut by $7.5 million per year
and its budget increased by
$38 million.

“The emergency ser-
vices levy was $179 million
in 2009-10 and this has been
increased to $217million in
2010-11.” he said.
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Ocean Reef Marina a step closer

LOUISEBETTISON

louiseb@communitynews.com.au

THE Ocean Reef marina is a step
closer to fruition after the State
Government contributed $100,000
to project study costs on Friday.

The City of Joondalup will use
the fundsto identify the marinare-
quirements, such as infrastruc-
ture and dimensions, before mov-
ing on to the environmental
approvals stage.

Council will feed these answers
intoastructure plan that, together
with a business plan, help in pro-
gressing to the stage of seeking en-
vironmental approval for the pro-
ject.

The Statefunds supplement the
City’s investment to date of
$1.7million, with another $2.05m
allocated in the new council bud-
get.

Joondalup Mayor Troy Pickard
welcomed the grant as “great

news” for the region, anticipating
the project will deliver benefits be-
yond those for boating enthusi-
asts. “It will create a number of
jobs and be a major boost to the
local economy during the con-
struction phase, and upon comple-
tion,” Mr Pickard said.

“Given we have invested so
much in this development to date,
it is pleasing to see continued sup-
port from the State Government.”

He said that so far the commu-
nity had been “overwhelmingly
positive” about the marina pro-
ject.

Ocean Reef MLA  Albert
Jacob said he had strongly encour-
aged the Joondalup mayor and
chief executive to apply for the
funding, as soon as it was an-
nounced.

“I said ‘please make sure you

do’,thenlobbied the minister hard
to make sure the project was
prominent,” he said.

“The marinaisabiginfrastruc-
ture project similar in scale to the
Northbridge link, costing in the
hundreds of millions of dollars. so
it will cost a lot to keep the plan-
ninggoing.

“I think the marina will hap-
pen, butitisaquestion oftiming.”

The Ocean Reef marina study
was one of six metropolitan pro-
jects funded in round 15 of the
Recreational Boating Facilities
Scheme, which predominantly
funds improvements to existing
infrastructure.

The lion’s share of the $1.87m
allocated in the latest funding
round went to country areas.
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DAVID GEAR

davidg@communitynews.com.au

DOGS can once again join their
owners in alfresco dining areas
in the City of Joondalup after re-
ceiving advice from Health Min-
ister Kim Hames.

In late October, Dr Hames is-
sued a policy document to coun-
cilsallowing them to “not active-
ly enforce” the requirement in
the Food Safety Standards that
exclude dogs from alfrescoareas.

Joondalup Mayor Troy
Pickard said the city had allowed
dogs in alfresco areas at the own-
ers’ discretion until the intro-
duction of the Food Act in 2008
prohibited the practice.

“Under the direction of this
new policy, the city will only pro-
hibit dogs from alfresco areas
where an issue of food safety oc-
curs, when complaints are re-
ceived, or when dogs are in areas
already prohibited under the
City of Joondalup Animals Local
Law,” he said.

Ocean Reef MLA Albert
Jacob, who asked Dr Hames to
look into the issue earlier this
year, said he was pleased with
the outcome.

“It was an example of bureau-
cracy gone mad and I'm grateful
to the Health Minister for taking
up the issue,” he said.

“The timing has been perfect
as well; with summer just
around the corner, people will
once again be able to take their
dogs for a walk and then grab a
coffee or bite toeat.”

Burns Beach Cafe owner
Irene White said she was ecstatic
that dogs were again allowed in
their alfresco area.

“We have so many people who
like to walk their dogs and then
stop in for a coffee,” she said.
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ave their day
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Lois Tomlinson and dog Max with Burns Beach Cafe proprietors Irene

White and Maureen Bradley.

“We just want to thank all our
customers for their support and
also AlbertJacob for his help.”

City of Wanneroo chief execu-
tive Daniel Simms said the city
would not object to dogs in alfres-
co areas as long as proprietors
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had procedures in place to man-
age any food safety risks.

“However, a food business op-
erator still has the right to deny
permission to a person accompa-
nied by an animal in an alfresco
area.” he said.
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Pactsoon on marina project

By DAVID GEAR

AN agreement between the
City of Joondalup and the
State Government on how to
proceed with the proposed
Ocean Reef Marina will
occur early next year, ac-
cording to Mayor Troy
Pickard.

Joondalup Council en-
dorsed concept plan 7.1 for
the marina after a financial
feasibility study into the
original plan found it would
produce a deficit of between
$140 million and $179 mil-
lion.

Mr Pickard said an enor-

mous amount of work had
been done to ensure the
plan, which is now project-
ed to generate a surplus of
$14 million, met all the ob-
jectives for the project.

“I have written to the
Premier asking to meet
with him to discuss signing
a memorandum of under-
standing about what role
the City and State Govern-
ment agencies will play in
developing the project,” he
said.

“Hopefully an agreement
will come before the council

early in the new year.

“I have spoken with the
Premier about this on a
number of occasions and he
has expressed to me his
keenness to see the project

go ahead,” Mr Pickard said.

“l believe LandCorp,
with their experience in de-
veloping marinas, would be
best positioned to lead the
project.”

Mr Pickard said he
would be seeking support
from the State Government
to help fund the project.

Ocean Reef MLA Albert
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Jacob said he received more
inquiries from voters about
the marina than any other
issue. “The community
wants this driven forward,”
he said.

“I've spoken with the
Premier about this several
times and he has indicated
to me that he would like to
see a greater State Govern-
ment involvement in the
project.”

He praised Joondalup
council for doing “a great
job” on what he called “a
very ambitious project”.
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Marina bid a step closer

By DAVID GEAR

AN agreement between the State Govern-
ment and the City of Joondalup on how to
proceed with the proposed Ocean Reef mari-
nacould be signed withinamonth,according
to Premier Colin Barnett.

Mr Barnett toured the site with Joon-
dalup Mayor Troy Pickard and Ocean Reef
MLA Albert Jacob on Thursday.

In December, Joondalup released marina
concept plan 7.1, which includes 500 boat
pens and 824 residential dwellings.

Mr Barnett said he thought the proposal
“ticked all the boxes”.

“The mayor has given a briefing to me on
the proposed project and has suggested that
there should be a memorandum of under-
standing between the City and the State,” he
said.

“In principle, I agree with that and we
need to look at which agencies within the
State would work with the City of Joondalup
to try and take thisforward.

“The City hasproposed a memorandum of
understanding and we’ll get back to them on
that within the next month or so.”

Mr Pickard said he was heartened by the
positive feedback from the Government.

“Amemorandum of understanding would
create a framework to pursue discussions
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with the relevant agencies and stakeholders
so that we can advance the project to a struc-
ture plan and business case so investment de-
cisions can potentially be made,” he said.

Ocean Reef MLA Albert Jacob said resi-
dents wanted the project to go ahead as
quickly as possible.

“I'm as keen as anybody to see this thing
downtheroadsolcancomedownandenjoya
coffee with my wife,” he said.

[/l} TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
. Go to www.inmycommunity.com.au

Premier Colin Barnett, Joondalup Mayor
Troy Pickard and Ocean Reef MLA Albert
Jacob.
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